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FOR MEETING OF: 10/04/2007 
               Board Members 
                   2007 – 2008 
 
President                   Alan Hickman 
President Elect          Ted Aller 
Secretary                   Dale Klemans 
Treasurer                   Ron Peltier 
Past President            Bill Krauss 
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    Board Members At Large 
2007 – 2008 

 
Bob Lawrence 
Dave Sims 
Roberto Sanchez 
 

WHAT’S GOING ON….. 
BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, October 11th 5:00, which is PRIOR to the weekly meeting at Grosse Ile Country Club 

 
BENEFIT DINNER TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2007 
 CRYSTAL GARDENS BANQUET CENTER 
 TICKETS $35/pp ($40 AT DOOR) 
  ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT WOUNDED SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES 
  See more info with flyer that is attached to this email 
  Or go to web page: www.honorandcomfort.org 
  Tickets on sale now, call 734-285-2210 
 
GUESTS INTRODUCED  

·  Potential Member Dave Bodway, owner of Bodway Computers, Grosse Ile, guest of Bob Barnes 
·  Potential Transfer Bill Taylor, Vermillion, OH Rotary  
·  Trey Greene, Detroit Rotary Club, along with spouse Colleen, with Airlie Strasser, Sharon & Scott 

Johnston & Helen Morrison, Grosse Ile residents 
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Jane Bickley & Jim Jackson 
 

 
  

 
“THE SCHEDULE”  AKA UPCOMING PROGRAMS : 
·  10/11 Club Assembly 
·  10/18 Sarah Lawrence – “Grosse Ile”, the book 
 

 
 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE - CELEBRATE ENJOY SHARE  
  May 8 – 11, 2008 
 
 

http://www.honorandcomfort.org/


 
FEATURED PROGRAM  

RANI MASSEL 
ARABIC LUTHERN PASTER 

HELPING TO UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
Pastor at the Abundant Life Lutheran Church on Alter Rd, Dearborn, Pastor Rani Massel is very willing to speak to 
anyone to help explain and understand the Middle East.  He believes that Americans do not understand Middle 
Easterners and have a general fear of them and that education is the key to understanding and erasing that fear. 
 
Rani currently lives in Wyandotte, was born and raised in Jerusalem, came to the United States as a teenager.  He 
came to the U.S. because colleges at that time where closed to him, being that he were an Arabic Christian and not 
Muslim.  Rani was a Rotarian, but due to work & time commitments as a pastor, he had to quit. 
 

Dearborn, Michigan has the largest population of Muslims in the U.S.  They started immigrating back in the 
1870’s.  This is mainly due to the migration of Middle Easterners to work in the auto plants at a time when the auto 
companies did not hire African Americans.  The first wave of immigrants moved into Dearborn near the Rouge 
Plant, saved money to send for their families, and eventually established the largest Middle Eastern population in 
the U.S.  There are an estimated 100,000 to 300,000 Arabs and Chaldeans (a Christian ethnic group from Iraq) in 
southeast Michigan. Virtually all nationalities and ethnicities from the Middle East are represented -- Lebanese, 
Yemenis, Syrians, Palestinians, Egyptians, and since the Gulf War, an increasing number of Iraqis. 
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The Middle East (or West Asia) sits where Africa, Asia and Europe meet. The countries of the Middle East are all 
part of Asia, but for clarity reasons we geographically show them here as a separate landmass.  
 
Opinions vary as to what countries make up the modern definition of the Middle East. Historically, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan have been long associated with the Middle East, but in recent years, some sources now consider them 
to be more closely aligned with Europe based on their modern economic and political trends. We have moved in 
that direction, and the same applies for the island country of Cyprus, as it does for Georgia, the former Russian 
republic.  
 
The African country of Egypt is still thought (by some) to be in the Middle East, as well as the northern African 
countries that border the Mediterranean Sea.��
  

  



 
 

SAVE THE DATES!!!!...  
 UPCOMING G.I. ROTARY & DISTRICT EVENTS……. 

·  10/24/2007: Benefit Dinner to Support Our Wounded Troops & Families 
·  10/27/2007: Foundation & Membership Seminars, Schoolcraft College 
·  11/08 -11/10/2007: RYLA, Schoolcraft Community College, VistaTech Center 
·  4/25 – 4/28/2008: Rotary International Peace Summit, Windsor, Ontario 

 

Past Rotary International President Glen Kinross: 

"The most important thing in Rotary is members. There would be nothing without them, and with them, 
everything Rotary is and does is mad possible.”  

"First, we must face up to our own lack of energy in promoting membership growth.  Next we must do 
something about it. Rotary simply cannot be viable in the 21st century if we do not grow." 

Membership Development Strategies  

Think Outside the Box  

If your club’s membership drive works well, by all means continue with it. But don’t overlook some additional ideas 
that can complement your efforts. Here are some tips to kick-start your brainstorming session:  

1. Ask members to put ads on their commercial trucks  

2. Contact all members who have resigned in the past 3 years  

3. Give every member a decal or bumper stickers for their car  

4. Use group email to promote your club to the community  

5. Look for members in ethnic groups not represented in your club  

6. Pamphlets in doctors’ offices, hospitals, cafeterias, libraries, etc.  

7. Put together guest information packets for your visitors and speakers  

8. Honor outstanding community members with the “Community Award for...”  

9. Write letters to the newspaper about the various humanitarian campaigns  

10. Send newsletters to guests and other friends of the club  
 

�
THE FOUR WAY TEST 

1st…Is it the TRUTH? 
2nd…Is it FAIR  to all concerned? 

3rd…Will it build GOODWILL  and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4th…Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned? 

 


